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Newsnotes
Publications
Books
Two major publications in Vincentian studies stand out in recent
months. The first is Robert P. Maloney, C.M., The Way of Vincent de Paul:
A Contemporary Spirituality in the Service of the Poor (Brooklyn: 1992).
Father Maloney, presently assistant superior general and a member of
the Eastern Province of the Vincentian Community, has gathered
together in this volume several articles and studies which he has written
over the years: The Christ of Vincent de Paul; Five Characteristic
Virtues: Yesterday and Today; The Four Vincentian Vows: Yesterday
and Today; Community Living and the Community Plan; and The Way
of Saint Vincent: A Rule for Servants of the Poor. This is a series of
careful and inspiring studies based on Vincentian life, and it makes a
significant contribution to the increasing body of Vincentian-oriented
literature. Available from New City Press, 206 Skillman Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11211. $9.95.
The second major work is André Dodin, C.M., Monsieur Vincent
Raconté parson secrétaire [Louis Robineaul. Remarques sur les actes et paroles
defeu Monsieur Vincent de Paul, notre Très Honoré Père et Fondateur (Paris:
O.E.I.L. 1992, 150 francs, about $27). Father Dodin has presented to the
Congregation and to the larger Church for the first time the notes and
comments of Brother Louis Robineau on Vincent de Paul. As the saint's
secretary, Brother Robineau had ample opportunity to see Monsieur
Vincent in action. His first hand observations are now made public,
even though they have been quoted (as by Pierre Coste and others) since
the seventeenth century. Dodin introduces the material with a lengthy
essay, and he has annotated Robineau's comments throughout. Much
of the material in this volume has never been cited before. For this

reason, the importance of Dodin's contribution cannot be underestimated for acquiring a deeper and more accurate sense of the character
and daily life of the saint.
From SEVCO (Secretariado de Estudios Vicentinos de Colombia)
comes a work by Aurelio Londoño, Luisa de Marillac: Facetas de
espiritualidad (Santa Fe de Bogota: 1991). This work of 238 pages brings
together thirteen studies by ten authors on diverse aspects of the
spiritual personality of Saint Louise. These compact studies make a
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fitting contribution to the growing body of studies on Saint Louis.
A video in Spanish on the life of Saint Vincent is Vicente de los pobres
by Felix Lopez and Juan Corpus Delgado (Baracaldo, Spain, Colegio de
San Vicente de Paul, 1991). This work is designed for the needs of
pastors, catechists, vocation recruiters, and the like. Its main audience
is youth.
The earliest life of Saint Louise de Marillac was that by Nicolas
Gobillon, published in 1676. Long unavailable in the original French, it
has been reproduced in facsimile. La vie de Mademoiselle Le Gras,fondatrice
et premiere Supérieure de la Compagnie des Filles de la Charité (1991, 336
pages. Available from the Vincentian province of Zaragoza, Boggiero
139, 50003 Zaragoza. About $33.00.) This volume of Gobillon is equal
in important to that of Abelly, the first biographer of Saint Vincent de
Paul (which is also available in facsimile from the Vincentian province
of Paris). A partial English translation of Gobillon, done in 1984, is also
available.
Another translation is that of Pierre Coste's classic biography of
Saint Vincent de Paul, Monsieur Vincent: le grand saint du grand siècle,
which has been translated into Spanish by Alfonso Ortiz Garcia for
CEME in Madrid. Volume 1 appeared in 1990, volume 2 in 1991, and
volume 3 has probably already appeared or will do so shortly.
Sor Beatriz Raeckelbom, Pedro Vigne, 1670-1740. "El riesgo de ser
humilde" (Burgos: Religiosas de Ssmo. Sacramento, 1991) is a study of
Father Pierre Vigne, a former Calvinist who entered the Congregation
of the Mission in the first decades after the death of Saint Vincent. It
recounts his foundation of the Sisters of the Most Blessed Sacrament. In
addition, despite his withdrawal from the Congregation, his missionary life continued among the poorest of the countryside, in imitation of
Saint Vincent.
Other books on Vincentian subjects that have appeared recently
are:
Elisabeth Charpy, D.C., Petite vie de Louise de Marillac
(Paris: Desclée de Brouwer, 1991).
Monsieur Vincent Temoin de l'Evangile en son temps et
pour aujourd'hui (Toulouse: Animation Vincentienne,
1990).
Jean Morin, C.M., Au temps de St. Vincent de Paul. . . et
aujourd'hui (Toulouse: Animation Vincentienne, 1991).
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Two recent works that deal with the milieu in which Saint Vincent
and Saint Louise lived are Louis Chatellier, L'Europe des Dévots (Paris:
Flammarion, 1987), and Perle Bugnion-Secretan, Mere Angelique Arnauld
(Paris: Cerf, 1991).
Journal Articles
Father John E. Rybolt, C.M., has published the Latin text of the
Codex Sarzana in Vincentiana 33 (1991):303-406. This document dates
from the time of Saint Vincent and contains a draft version of the
Common Rules of the Congregation of the Mission, together with a
draft of the Constitutions. Only a revised version of the rules was
published in the saint's lifetime. Study of his attention to detail, evident
in his work on the constitutions, will focus a new light on his character.
The Anales de la Congregacicmn de la Misidn y de las Hijas de la Caridad,
published in Madrid, regularly contribute significant studies on matters Vincentian. The July-September issue of volume 99 (1991), for
example, contains an extensive bibliography of newly published materials in Spanish on the two founders, Saints Louise de Marillac and
Vincent de Paul. These are described briefly above.
The October-December issue of 1991 contains an extensive and
magisterial study by Father Miguel Perez Flores, C.M., on the privileges
and indulgences of the Congregation of the Mission and the new canon
law. This study of more than 150 pages completely surpasses all
previous work on this subject. This work deserves translation into other
languages for the sake of the Congregation at large. It will not soon be
superseded.
The Autumn 1991 issue (no. 24) of Colloque, the journal of the Irish
province of the Congregation of the Mission, presents three interesting
articles on parish missions: in the time of the founder; in Ireland and
England in the period 1950-1980; and the contemporary scene. The
materials in these pieces offer suitable contrasts with the methodology
and successes of the American experience of parish missions.
"Musings on St Louise," by Thomas Lane, C.M., published in that
same issue of Colloque, is more substantial than the title might indicate.
The author reflects on the meaning of Louise's life from the perspective
of a text from the "Constitution on the Church in the Modern World"
of the Second Vatican Council, which spoke of the fruits of our work
illuminated and transfigured in Christ. The author shows how Louise
will find peace, affection, healing, beauty, and laughter. These themes
illuminate her life for modern readers.
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Luis Huerga, C.M., presents in the same issue selections from
fifteen talks given by Father Richard McCullen, C.M., the superior
general, during his visits to Latin America from 1983 to 1989.
Thomas Davitt, C.M., editor of Colloque, offers a brief note on
Vincent Lebbe, a Belgian Vincentian, missionary in China until his
death there in 1940. The cause for Lebbe's beatification has been
authorized by the Holy See. Lebbe's evangelization techniques contrasted sharply with those employed by European missionaries of his
time and generated a great amount of criticism. These techniques
emphasized indigenization and marked him as a man much ahead of
his time.
Recent issues of CLAPVI, a publication from Latin America, have
concentrated on the work of the Daughters of Charity and the Vincentian
Community in Guatemala, Venezuela, and Argentina. Issue number 71
(1991) also contains the papers presented at a conference held in
Guatemala in March 1991 on Saint Louise de Marillac.
The study by Stafford Poole, C.M., and Douglas Slawson, C.M., "A
New Look at an Old Temptation," (Vincentian Heritage 11 [19901) has
appeared as "Neue Sicht einer alten Versuchung," in MEGViS, the
journal published by the Middle European Group for Vincentian
Studies, no. 34(1992). It will also be reprinted in a forthcoming issue of
Colloque.
Symposium
DePaul University is sponsoring a symposium in honor of
Saint Vincent de Paul as part of the ceremonies for the opening of the
new library at DePaul's Lincoln Park campus. The purpose of the
symposium is to (1) to stimulate popular awareness of the Vincentian
heritage in the midwest and (2) to broaden the scope and appreciation
of that heritage by bringing together a number of scholars working on
projects within the various Vincentian-inspired communities. The latter will include a number of papers on various aspects of Vincentian
history. The symposium will accompany the opening of two exhibitions. One, which will be on permanent display in the new library, will
focus on "Paris in the Age of Vincent (1630-1792)," and will include a
diorama of Saint Lazare in the late 1700s. The other, which will be on
temporary display in the university's art museum, will deal with "Life
on the Upper Mississippi: The Vincentian Pioneers (1818-1900)." The
dates are 15 October to 17 October 1992. For further information contact
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Professor Simone Zurawski, Department of Art, DePaul University,
802 West Belden Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614-3214.

Video
The academy award winning film, Monsieur Vincent, is now
available on video in a dubbed-in English version. It can be ordered
from Keep the Faith, Inc., P. 0. Box 1069, 141 Main Avenue, Clifton,
New Jersey 07014-1069, tel. (201) 471-7494. The cost is $20.00 for the
video, plus $4.00 for shipping.

